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Karnataka allows

Contd. from pg. 1

asymptomatic Covid-19 positive
students to attend KCET

New Delhi : Even as the
state records an increase in
coronavirus cases, the Karnataka
government Tuesday announced
that candidates who have tested
positive for Covid-19 but are
asymptomatic will be permitted
to attend the Karnataka Common
Entrance Test (KCET) 2020,
scheduled to be held on July
30 and 31. Over 1.94 lakh
candidates have enrolled for the
entrance test.

Confirming the same,
Deputy Chief Minister C N
Ashwathnarayan said, “KCET

2020 will take place as scheduled
on July 30 and 31 adhering
to all guidelines issued by the
Health Department. All Deputy
Commissioners have been
directed to arrange exclusive exam
centres and rooms for candidates
who are asymptomatic and have
tested positive for Covid-19.”
Reiterating that the state
government will ensure safety
of candidates and invigilators
attending the exam, he said
ambulances will be arranged for

the examinations was taken
by the government despite
demands from several student

organisations and leaders citing a
potential risk due to the ongoing
pandemic situation.

“The situation now in the state
is alarming and the government
asking us to attend the exams
amid this pandemic is totally
non-acceptable. The situation has
worsened from how it was when
the final PU exam was conducted.
| was expecting that the Minister
will announce another date for
KCET today,” Divya Gowda, a
candidate said.

However, Minister
Ashwathnarayan said the decision
to conduct the examination as
planned was taken in the “best
interest of our students.” He
added that the higher education
of the students was not something
to be compromised. “There's no
need to worry. Karnataka has
been successful in conducting
SSLC and PU exams. All
measures taken then and more
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‘Reign of fear ...

The 2018 panchayat polls saw a spate in
violence. While only 10 people died on the
day of polling, against an all-time high of 76
in 2003 and 39 in 2013, the elections stood
out because of rigging, booth capturing and
burning of ballot papers in front of the media
and policemen. More people were Killed after
the elections.

Madhya Pradesh Governor

He enjoyed a long and close association
with beloved Atal Ji.”

Ashutosh said the body would be taken
to Gulala Ghat Chowk at 4 pm, where the
last rites would be performed.

He also requested the public to pay their
respects from home due to the coronavirus
pandemic. “Keeping in mind the coronavirus
pandemic, | request you to follow rules and
regulations announced by the administration
and pay your tributes to my father from your
own houses. This will help in maintaining the
social distancing as well,” Ashutosh tweeted.

Uddhav Thackeray..

“Eradication of Covid-19 is the priority of the
Maharashtra government, but some people
think constructing a temple will help in its
mitigation,” Pawar said.

Echoing Pawar, Maharashtra minister
and Maharashtra Congress president
Balasaheb Thorat alleged the BJP was
using the issue to divert attention from the
Union government’s failure to take effective
measures to combat Covid-19.

Dismissing reports of a rift over the issue,
Raut said, “Sharad Pawar has not criticised
the creation of the Ram Mandir. | have heard
his statement. When the Supreme Court gave
its judgement, Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi, Sharad Pawar welcomed
it. He (Pawar) has expressed his opinion on
what should be the priority in the current
Covid-19 situation.

“This is a government of three parties,
and nowhere in the MVA's formation, it is
written we have to have consensus on an
issue. As a government, it has to be run with
unanimity to implement the programmes
for the people as per the common minimum
programme.”

Raut said there are no issues within
MVA over Thackeray's plan to visit Ayodhya.
“This is not a political or a religious issue
but a matter of national pride. It is being
implemented after the Supreme Court's
orders. The common minimum programme
will remain our guiding light to run the
government. Whether to go to Ayodhya or not
is not an agenda of the government,” he said.

Rajasthan CM...

The court also requested the speaker to
defer any action against Pilot and legislators
in his camp till then.

If the high court decides to disqualify
Pilot and members of his camp, it will have
a direct bearing on the numbers in the
Rajasthan assembly.

Their disqualification will bring down the
majority mark in the assembly—101 in the
200-member house making it easier for chief
minister Gehlot to win a floor test. Gehlot
has claimed he has the support of more than
100 members of legislative assembly (MLAs)
and Pilot is being backed by 18 legislators.

The disqualification notices to Pilot and
the MLAs were served after the Congress
party complained to Rajasthan assembly
speaker Joshi that they defied a whip to
attend two CLP meetings on July 13 and
July 14.

After he gave the meetings a slip, Pilot
was sacked as the Rajasthan deputy chief
minister and the president of the state
Congress unit as he rebelled against Gehlot.

Central team flags poor..

Dr. Neeraj Nischal of New Delhi-based All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
said a strict hospital infection control policy is
the top priority and doctors and paramedical
staff need to undergo exhaustive training to
implement it.

“The policy implementation will ensure
that doctors and healthcare workers will
work without any fear and hesitation
amid the spread of the viral outbreak. All
healthcare personnel will perform better, if
they are made to feel safe,” said Dr. Nischal.

The delegates have taken strong
exception to the unfettered movement of
attendants in the Covid-19 facility. “The
wards are prohibited areas. The attendants’
unrestricted movement makes them potential
superspreaders,” Dr. Nischal said during the
meeting, while efforts are on to boost the
morale of the hospital's healthcare staff.

Dr. Nischal is believed to have advocated
for a mechanism to train doctors and
healthcare workers in infection control in
Bihar's medical colleges that can function as
nodal centres.

The Central team members reinforced
the concept of aggressive daily testing while
citing that Bihar has been lagging behind in
optimal utilisation of its test potential.

“Bihar needs to conduct around 18,000
daily tests, which must be further increased.
Test-contain-treat should the simple three-
step formula to treat Covid-19 patients.
An uptick in aggressive daily testing count
is the need of the hour, as the state had
to cope with a massive influx of migrant
population amid the easing of nationwide
lockdown restrictions,” said Dr. Nischal,
who also interacted with civil surgeons and
others involved with the bid to contain the
contagion, in the presence of Manoj Kumar,
executive director, Bihar State Health Society
(BSHS).
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